
 

 
 
 

1. Suffolk Coast & Heaths AONB Boundary Review: A significant step forward… 
Natural England’s board have approved the draft Order relating to the proposed boundary changes of the 
Suffolk Coast & Heaths AONB. The Order relates to an area of the Stour estuary and its southern bank as 
well as areas in Babergh to be brought into the AONB designation. Copies of the draft Order will be 
available for public inspection for a minimum of 28 days in local authority offices and libraries. Any person 
may make representations to Natural England during this period, which will be at the end of Jan 2019.  
 

2. LEADER Bid Success: Improving the Stour Valley for Visitors 
The AONB team working in partnership with visitor businesses in the Stour Valley have been awarded 
c£150,000 for projects to enhance the visitor experience in the area. The grant will enable new events, 
guides, art workshops, information boards and access improvements in the AONB and Stour Valley. 

 

3. Stage 1 pass for £1M investment in Dedham Vale AONB secured 
Over £1M has been earmarked for undergrounding low voltage power cables in the Box Valley, in the 
Dedham Vale AONB. The funding has been secured and work will now be undertaken to formalise the In 
principle agreements with landowners and undertake the necessary ecological and archaeological 
assessments before the work can start.  
 

4. Suffolk Coast & Heaths AONB Management Plan 2018-23 launched at Minsmere 
Around 60 people gathered at the internationally important wildlife reserve at Minsmere to launch the new 
statutory document designed to shape the way the Suffolk Coast & Heaths AONB will be managed over the 
next 5 years.  Partnership Chairman, Cllr David Wood, gave a rousing speech noting that this will be the 
most challenging period in his 20 year association with the AONB and the importance of the management 
plan and the decisions those with a statutory duty to conserve and enhance the AONB make. Plan at: 
http://www.suffolkcoastandheaths.org/about-us/aonb-management-plan/  

 

5. Designated Landscapes Review 
The AONB’s team very own volunteer placement, Steph Poole, was one of just 4 people selected to 
represent volunteers to Julian Glover, the chair of the panel undertaking a national review of AONBs and 
National Parks. Howard Davies, Chief Executive of the National Association for AONBs said of the four: 
They all performed brilliantly and not only eloquently and enthusiastically but injected real enthusiasm into 
the discussions. The review is due to report in autumn 2019. 

 

6. Great British beach Clean 2018: The Results are in… 
The Results from Suffolk are outstanding… 
There were 24 events; 664 volunteers took part; Over 800 volunteer hours; 2,540m of beach were 
surveyed; 68.5 bin bags were filled; 184.1 kg of rubbish was collected; 7,804 items in total were cleared 
off the beach; An average of 325.6 items were found and removed for every 100m of beach surveyed. 

 

7. ScottishPower Renewables Decision 
The AONB Partnership welcomes SPR’s decision to avoid the major development of an electricity sub 
station in the nationally designated landscape. It also notes the potential for damage caused by the cabling 
route and offshore infrastructure to the AONB. The AONB Partnership acknowledges that this decision will 
significantly impact others and will work with groups and individuals to avoid, mitigate and minimise the 
damage to the area from this and other proposed energy infrastructure that is proposed. 

 

8. We still want to know what you think of AONB for our ‘State of AONB’ reports  
Survey at http://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/AONBSurvey  

 

9. Quick Bits 

• The National Association for AONBs has worked hard to secure an amendment to the Agriculture Bill 
that seeks to facilitate future farming support being directed towards activity that helps improve 
landscape quality. This would be in line with the Government’s 25 Year Environment Plan. 

• The important Rendlesham Revealed project is looking to develop its understanding of its potential 
audience. It would really help them if you could complete their survey at 
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/GL5DSST  

 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year. 
 
 

Simon Amstutz, AONB Manager, 21 Dec 2018 simon.amstutz@suffolk.gov.uk  
www.suffolkcoastandheaths.org         www.dedhamvalestourvalley.org  
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